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Battleship Watching

The USS New Jersey, an lowa-class battleship, arrived in Hong Kong on 20 August
1953 for a seven-day visit and sparked a battleship watching craze.

Because of its massive size, USS New Jersey was unable to enter Victoria Harbour, so
it berthed at Junk Bay, outside Tsang Kwan O. Between 24 and 26 August, Hong Kong
and Yaumati Ferry Company offered a special battleship-watching tour so that
members of the public could observe the naval vessel up close. The ferry departed
from United Pier in Central and sailed to within 200 metres of USS New Jersey. It
sailed around the battleship twice, before returning to the pier. Tickets were priced
at HKS1. Despite the expensive fare, as many as 40,000 people enjoyed the
battleship-viewing tour over three days, bringing the ferry company an unexpected

source of income.



